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It is unlikely that any measures taken in the summer and autumn of 1917 could have restored order and discipline in the army. Those enacted in July were clearly inadequate. A number of disaffected units were disbanded, but no one seemed to know what to do with their contingents. Surely, the reassignment of mutinous soldiers to other units was no solution. The make-up of the military revolutionary tribunals—three officers and three non-commissioned ranks—was ili-adapted to the existing situation. Contrary to the intent and letter of the decree of July 12, the tribunals dealt chiefly with petty cases, not with major breaches of discipline. Army committees were unwilling to accept any limitation of their powers, and many of them protested the restoration of the death penalty, which, moreover, was seldom, if ever, applied. Nor is it certain that Kerensky was reconciled to the stern measures which he had himself approved.5 At the Democratic Conference in September he disclaimed any intention of signing death warrants. The situation at the front deteriorated still further after the Kornilov "mutiny" (end of August). Eastbound trains were packed with deserters whom no one even tried to stop. In October, according to an official report, the army was but "a huge crowd of tired, poorly clad, poorly fed, embittered men united by common longing for peace and general disillusionment." Its fighting capacity, to quote a later report (December), was "equal to zero."
The demoralization of the Russian army not only altered the strategic situation but had direct repercussions abroad. Following the revolution the Russian brigades in France and Macedonia rapidly disintegrated, mutinied, and were disbanded.6 Their example was
5	Kerensky, in an address before the Congress of the All-Russian Soviet of
Peasants' Deputies on May 5, formulated as follows his notion of discipline: *% a
stranger in military circles, shall instil in the troops iron discipline, and it will be
the discipline of honor and duty towards the country/*
6	The request for the sending of Russian troops to the western front was made
by England in August, 1914. Sir Edward Grey offered to arrange for the transpor
tation, within a week, of four army corps from Archangel, but the Russian govern
ment demurred. The request, this time for 300,000 troops, was revived by Paul
Doumergue, the future president of France, who came to Petrograd on a special
mission in December, 1915. General Alekseev disliked the proposal, and was par
ticularly uneasy about "exchanging human beings for armaments." Nevertheless
four Russian brigades were shipped to France: one from Dairen, on the Pacific, to
Marseilles in January, and three from Archangel to Brest between July and No
vember, 1916. Two brigades remained in France and the other two were transported
from Marseilles to Salonika. The total Russian expeditionary force, not counting
replacements, numbered 43,500 men and 745 officers. The experiment proved un
rewarding, though the Russians did some creditable fighting for a few months botk

